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In the Matter of )
)

Preemption of state and Local Zoning and ) MM Docket No. 97-182
Land Use Restrictions on the Siting, )
Placement and Construction of Broadcast )
station Transmission Facilities )

To: The Commission

COIOlBlf'1'S or IIBJr JIISIY BROADCASTIIS ASSOCIATION

New Jersey Broadcasters Association ("NJBA"), by its attor-

neys, hereby submits its comments in response to the Commission's

Notice of Proposed Rule Making, MM Docket No. 97-182, released

August 19, 1997 (IlNPRMIl).lI In summary form, here is NJBA's

position in this proceeding which favors the preemption of cer-

tain local state zoning and land use laws and practices:

Assuming compliance with all applicable FCC and Federal
Aviation Administration ("FAA") rules and policies, if
a new or modified tower is sited, or is to be sited, on
land that is already zoned for industrial or commercial
uses, or unzoned, then any local/state zoning or land
use restriction that is not in the furtherance of a
specific and demonstrable significant safety objective
should be preempted. In the case of an existing tower
sited on land that is now zoned for residential use,
but the tower was built before the adoption of residen­
tial zoning or was built with a special exception, then
any local/state zoning or land use restrictions that
affect the modification or replacement of that preex­
isting tower should also be preempted, unless the pro­
posed modification or replacement would SUbstantially
impair a specific and demonstrable significant safety
objective.

11 The NPRM established October 30, 1997 as the deadline
for filing comments. Id. The instant comments of NJBA are
therefore timely filed.



Background

1. As a non-profit association representing the interests

of New Jersey radio and television stations, NJBA is painfully

aware of the adversities faced by its members in siting, con­

structing, and modifying broadcast transmission facilities. The

Commission released the NPRM in response to a Petition for Fur-

ther Notice of Proposed Rule Making ("Petition") jointly filed by

the National Association of Broadcasters and the Association for

Maximum Service Television ("Petitioners").f.1 Because the Com-

mission wishes to insure the rapid implementation of DTV and

desires to promote the vast potential of radio and television, it

seeks comment on a variety of zoning and land use issues.

2. Specifically, the Commission requests comment on wheth­

er certain local/state zoning and land use laws and practices

will be an obstacle to the rapid implementation of DTV and wheth­

er such laws and practices will needlessly impede the re-siting

of antennas, made necessary by the implementation of DTV. The

Commission also seeks to determine whether such local/state

zoning and land use laws and practices unduly delays and/or

prohibits federally authorized broadcasters from establishing and

improving radio and television broadcast service. Whether such

Y Although the Petition was filed in the Commission's
Digital Television proceeding, Fifth Report and Order, MM Docket
No. 87-268, FCC 97-116 (April 22, 1997), 62 F.R. 26996 (May 16,
1997), the Commission treated the Petition as if it was filed
pursuant to Section 1.401 of the Commission rules.
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difficulties experienced by broadcasters are representative of

the broadcast industry in general is of particular interest to

the Commission. The Commission also desires information on the

actual experiences of broadcasters with local/state zoning and

land use laws and practices and the duration of the various

approval processes associated with such local/state laws and

practices.

Comment

3. Although NJBA recognizes the importance of local and

state interests in the health and safety of their citizenry,

certain local/state zoning and land use laws and practices are

unreasonable, Obstructionist, and/or duplicative of existing

federal laws and pOlicies. As a consequence, federally autho­

rized broadcasters are unable to improve upon existing services

and incapable of fulfilling the vast potentialities of radio and

television, as directed by Congress. Because local citizens are

often emotionally charged and unreasonable when it comes to

broadcast transmission facilities, it is virtually impossible for

broadcasters to obtain approval to site, construct, and/or modify

broadcast transmission facilities, regardless of the time, mon­

ies, and effort expended by broadcasters to address local/state

concerns. It is common practice for local/state authorities to

defeat broadcasters· requests for no other reason than the illog­

ical attitude of IInot in my back yard. II As such, the Commission

should preempt all local/state zoning and land use laws and
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practices that do not further a specific and demonstrable signif

icant safety objective.

4. The Commission should adopt preemption rules using a

presumptive standard, similar to that codified in section 25.104­

(b) of the Commission's rules. Section 25.104(b) of the Commis­

sion's rules presumes that all local/state zoning, land-use,

building, or similar regulations concerning the installation,

maintenance, or use of a satellite earth station antenna that is

two meters or less in diameter is unreasonable, where the earth

station is to be located in an area that generally permits com­

mercial or industrial uses. The rule, therefore, preempts all

such restrictions. See 47 C.F.R. Sec. 25.104(b) (1); In re Pre­

emption of Local Zoning Regulations of Satellite Earth Stations,

Report and Order. Memorandum opinion & Order and Further Notice

of Proposed Rule Making, 11 FCC Rcd 19276 (1996). The presump­

tion may be rebutted by a showing by the local/state authorities

that the regulation in question is "necessary to accomplish a

clearly defined health or safety objective that is stated in the

text of the regulation itself." 47 C.F.R. Sec. 25.104(b) (2) (1).

5. NJBA urges the Commission to adopt rules preempting

similar local/state local zoning and land use restrictions on the

siting, construction, and modification of broadcast transmission

facilities. For example, if a new or modified tower is sited, or

is to be sited, on land that is already zoned for industrial or

commercial uses, or unzoned, then any local/state zoning or land

use restriction that is not in the furtherance of a specific and
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demonstrable significant safety objective should be preempted,

assuming that the tower complies with all applicable FCC and FAA

rules and policies. The adoption of such rules will allow New

Jersey broadcasters, such as Group M Communications, Inc. ("Group

Mil), a previous licensee of WNNJ(FM), Newton, New Jersey

("WNNJ"), to improve broadcast service. See Attached Declaration

of Marvin Strauzer. After two previous unsuccessful endeavors,

Group M proposed to build a tower in stillwater Township, New

Jersey. Located in a rural, wooded area, the property (at the

time of purchase) was zoned specifically for communications uses

and the zoning ordinance did not contain any limitations on tower

height. The town fathers, however, rewrote the applicable zoning

ordinance and placed a height restriction of 75 feet due to

immense pressure from citizens groups. The new ordinance specif-

ically prohibited radio uses. As a result, Group M was unable to

build its tower. To prevent such local abuses, the Commission

should preempt local/state zoning and land use laws that restrict

the siting or modification of broadcast transmission facilities

that are sited, or are to be sited, on land that is already zoned

for industrial or commercial uses, or unzoned, assuming that the

facility complies with all applicable FCC and FAA rules and

policies.

6. The Commission should preempt any local/state zoning or

land use restrictions that affect the modification or replacement

of preexisting towers, if the existing tower is sited on land

that is now zoned for residential use, but the tower was built
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before the adoption of residential zoning or was built with a

special exception, unless the proposed modification or replace­

ment would sUbstantially impair a specific and demonstrable

significant safety objective.

7. In another example occurring in New Jersey, Pillar of

Fire, the licensee of WAWZ(FM), Zarephath, New Jersey ("WAWZ"),

has been prohibited from modifying or replacing its existing

towers. See Attached Declaration of Reverend S. Rea Crawford:

see also Attached Newspaper Articles: Joe Tyrrell, Bridgewater

Hears New Radio Tower Bid, The Star-Ledger, Aug. 6, 1997, and

David Behrend, WAWZ Says Tower Will Boost AUdience, The Courier­

News, Oct. 15, 1997. In the case involving WAWZ, Pillar of Fire

sought and continues to seek local approval to replace its exist­

ing tower, which is located on property zoned for residential

use. Pillar of Fire must battle the local zoning authorities

even though residential homes were not built in the area for 20

years following the original siting of the WAWZ tower. (Pillar

of Fire originally built the tower by obtaining a use variance.)

Thus far, Pillar of Fire's efforts to replace its tower and to

respond to local concerns has taken over ten years and cost over

$500,000. A broadcaster, such as Pillar of Fire, should not have

to endure such long delays or expend such exorbitant amounts of

funds when it only seeks to replace an existing tower. The fact

that the tower is located on land zoned for residential use is

irrelevant where the siting of the tower preceded the entry of

homes in the area by 20 years.
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8. Further, where a broadcast facility has been deter-

mined to be in compliance with Commission regulations and

policies, the Commission should categorically preempt all

duplicative local/state laws based on the environmental or health

effects of RF radiation. Similarly, the Commission should also

preempt all local/state laws regulating tower marking, painting,

and/or lighting to the extent that a broadcast facility has been

deemed to be in compliance with all FCC and FAA Administration

regulations or policies. Local/state laws concerning these areas

are duplicative of federal law and only serve to delay and ob-

struct the siting, constructing, and/or modification of broadcast

transmission facilities.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, NJBA urges the Commis-

sion to preempt certain local state zoning and land use laws and

practices.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

NEW JERSEY BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION

By:

PEPPER & CORAZZINI, L.L.P.
1776 K Street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 296-0600

October 30, 1997
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1, Marvin streuzer, alonw with Kloh••l t.vin., are th.

principals of Gr~p MCa.aun1cationo, Inc. ("G~oup M"), the

previous U.cense.. or WOJ'(M)/ (PM), N.wtoft, New Jersey. Irk that

03p«oitYI I experienced Uho unrea.onablenQ'~ of the looal

citlt.nry and the d1rflculti•• of obtainlnq looal approval to

aocl1fy or to locate a nh ).)1:'08.401&111: 'tnwer.

On or about 1983, C~oup Mcou~ht to inoreaaa pow.r trom

6,000 watts tu 2$,000 watt. ~~d to lncraa•• the WNMJ(rM) tower

height from l~O feet ~o 500 feet a~ove Ave~age terrain. Croup M

enterea into a oon~1nqont oontract tor a 50 acre property in

Fredon Township on whleh to lOClt. the tower. The property was

zoneo for ~eaid.ntial ua.. Aa 5uch, Gr6Up M SOU9ht a uae

varlanc.. c~~up M was defeated by the 'rAdon Township Board of

Adju~tm.~~ dUG to 1••8n$. pre..ure fro. verioue citi••ns QrOUp5.

The u•• of an al~.rnat. pi&ce of prop*rty toned for li9ht

indu.C~l.l UDP. tn th- same town (~nd owned Py a m••~er of the

Fredon ~own.hjp Soard of Adjustment) was Also defeated, need1n;

only Q ~lDpl. Majority vote tor a PQAitlvG interpretation 01

ex1etlnq zOr\i.nQ.

~. a raault, Group K purohased property (21 porea) in

n..i9hborin~ stlllw.ter TQwnlhip during 1986, tor wn10h a

t'!onBtructicn ~r1Ilt w..s grant.". 1'he property is located in •

rural. woo4.~ area, on top of a hill, apprcx1mately 1,000 f.et

p, =

•

'.
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p, 3

abOve ••a level. At tho ti•• t.hat Group Mpurcha.ed this

p~operty, per~1tted ~••c included Q variety of comaun!oationQ

us•• ana .y ~8collQotion iA that the son!nq ordinanoe d14 not

contain 11mitatlono on tower h.iqht. Regard1•••, croup H'. plans

to builQ ~ 299 toot ~o~.r was d.feated again due to bad pre.~ and

onormoU» preaeura from citizens qroupI, includ1ng stillwater

c1t1~en~ A9alnat ~ower (SCAT). L~ I.g., Letter fro. tne

stillwater Town.hi~ Roard ot Education to Group M Co..unicatlon.,

d.ted 3uly ~2, 1986. Group Mwa. prohibited from loeatln9 its

tower Qt this ~it. evon though it w.a willinq to commit to

gonat~uctln~ a noncomaaralal station to be operated by Sussex

county Coamunity Colle98 and Sus.ox Teoh 8chool inoludln9 free

towor .paCA and prov!din9 rent-tree usage of the proposed tower
to tne 100a1 reeeue squad. Group M&1.0 pr~l.ed that

.ppro~l.atelY one .or. of the at Acre. ~ould P6 used for thG

tower and that the ~~st of the 20 aor.. would remain wooded .nd

rural, which would coincido with re.ldanta wi.hee. N6varthule•• ,

tha town fathers rewrote the zoninq ordinance placinq A helqnt

C~~ of 7~ te~t and specifically omitted radio as a permitted uao,

while other communications faciliti•• inclUding cable t91eviaion

were listed a& aecaptable.

There 1s only a small area in Which WNNJ(FM) ~y trans.lt

it. s1gnal and co.ply with the commlB.ion'~ rules beoouc4

WNNJ(rM) 18 located 1n a very Qonqe.ted area with hu~erou. other

eo-channel ~nd adjoc~nt channels. Hamper~~ uy th18 11-itation
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4nd due ~g the ~ofu.al ot the Fredon Town.hip and st111wa~er

Town.hlp .0&1'4. of At1juBtlDantll to pumit the location of • tower

in the1~ town, Group Mhad no choioe but to ront space on an

exlat..Lng t.o",.~ in Prankford Townsbip. Aa a r••ult, WNNJ('M) had

~o down9~adQ '~om Class 8 to Closs 81 and had to pay $lf~OO per

month for tOWQ~ rental, cont~ary to its plan•.

9•••d upon my .~p8ri.nao., 1 fully support tn. adoption of

C~••lacion rule. that would prevent local and state entitles tro~

beh4ying in suoh an unroasonabl. mann~r •

.1, MarYin strauser, do hereby oertify that the fCX't901nv i.

trUA and oorreot to tne beet of lIy k.nowladqe,

p, 4

Dat.
(A~~~~~-­

Marvin strauseX'

-3~
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gtlQ~watO/l g OW~9f.tlP

C1:}oaltd o£ SducttHo.,

r, 5

Telephone (201) 30),,(,111 July 22 t i986
P.O. Box 12
Stillw/l,t~r. N.J.016"~

Group M Communications
Box 40
Newton. N. J. 07860

Att ..nt.jon: Mr. M~rv;n.1. ~t,.Atl9.fO'l"

Mr. Mirh~~l. L~vinq

Your info~mal propo~ol to provide the whcrc~Lthnl

to eetabliah an educ~tional non-commercial radio
atation at the Gtillwat~r Township School was pre
sented and discussed at a resuldr noard or Bducation
IIU: II! t .1 u ~ 11 It! 1 U V \~ J u 1 y I4 t I 9a6 • Wh 1. 1 tI l11 I::! Bu et nJ
a~praciale~ your verbal offer, Lbe AdminiSlralor
and 80ard members felt that adding a course of
study in broadcasting was not a priority itQm for
a K-6 school at this time.

Th~ Board also wishes you to know that while it
does not have all the details of the proposed con­
struction of a ~adio tower in Stillwater) it is con­
cerned about the safety and health aspects that
such a tower would have on the Township and its
(Qsidents. With a copy of this letter it is com­
municatin~ its concern to the Stillwater Township
Zoning Board of Adiu5tment.

,

dl

cC:

"UWN~HU' !SOARD or EDUCATION

abie
President IJ M

~~~~~I~_ /1(. ~\"rdlc~4Itr-­
ine A. Giordano

School Admini$trator

Stl11wl:lt.er !uwutddp
zoning Soard of Adju~Lw~nt
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aoa 271 1968:~ 21 ~

I, Reverend S. Rea craW~Qrdl am ~ Trustee of Pillar o~

Fire, thIS licensee ot WAWZ (FM) J Zarephath, New Jersey (·'WA1IZ It

or f· Sta:tion"} .

In 1358, Pi~la~ of Fire owned property on the watChung

MOuntc.ill ,,· ..nij" , which consisteet of. two iUld ona-hal:f acres.

Al~ou9h tn. property W~* ~Yn.d ro~ resl¢en~1aL usar homes

WRrA not built in ~b. a~o~ £0% ~o y.ar. an~ pi11~ o~ Ti~.

was able to obtain a UAP. v~riancQ ~o place a 22~ feet

bro~dcast tower on ~h. ~roper~y.

In .ppro~i~ately 19S7 J PillAr of Fire eouqht authority

to replace the existinq tower with a 376 teet tow~r (to be

located within 100 fe.~ of tha oriqinal tower). Pillar gf

~~. also acquired additional aoreage, bringin9 the tota1

aeraag_ of tha WatQhun~ No~n~~n ait. to ~7 a~•• in

BridgQwater and Bern~rds Townships. The local Board of

Adjustments denied Pillar of Fire's request5 due to ooncerns

over property values, radiofrequency radiation, and a.8th.eia

beau~y avan though the n~v tower ~Quld only ~eplac. an

existing tower. ~n 1968, P~~~ar Q~ F~e wene be~Qre ~ higher

again and souqht authority from thQ Bridq~watRr Board of

Adju~tnent& to ~~1la a new 4~O feet tower with eo-location

capabilities, in late 1995. This tcwar is to b. loca~ed one

I
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hun~rea feet away from the pres.nt to~ar. In addi~ion to

providinq co-location for FM bro&Qcast, eellu1ar, pes,
paqinq, and two~way radio, Pillar of ~ire proposes to replace

the o~d WAWZ ~ow.r, among o~her thin9~. Addressing concerns

over a••~het1c beauty and property v~lue., the proposed tower

will rep~acQ ~wo ex~stin9 towers in the area ~ith one tow«r.

Ad4i~ionQ~ly, it w!~l. serve thQ ~o..~ty by ~Qus1aq ~-

QmQrqency, Fire DQp~r~~Qnts, EMS gC~ViO.8) a~ no oh6~~~ tc

t:.hQ communities. Pillar ot Fire even pll';" approxUl,a,1:.1y

$30,000 for a rendQ~ing of a visual inpact etuQy by the Vaw

School for Urban stu~~.s to further respond to cammun1ty

ccncern5 about property values an~ aQathetie beauty.

Thus far. Pillar of Fir.'s etforta to r&p~ace the WAW~

~owQr has taken OVGr ten years nnd cost b.~w••n $150 1 000 tc

$175 / 000 for the flrat round endin9 in the 1988 appeal and an

ada1~~onal $501,000 (approximately) seeking approv&l for its

p~·~.-n.t p.r:aposal.. Al.t.hough this matter is still pQl'lding. (aRCS

0,8 a\.lch ~ favax· ..blec ou.tcome ~!l sti~~ posaibla) ~ ~ support the

~nop~ion of Commlm.ion ~~~eb ~h~t w~ll expa~1ta (or ~ep~ace)

the local processQs by Whieh ~roadca$t.r. =~&~ ubta!n

app~oval to replace or modify ~xis~ing row.r__

-2-

•



10/22/9i 11: 38 FAX 908 271 1968 WAWZ/PILLAR OF F
,SE~~ BY~ 10-22-57 ;10:30AM: Fep~er &Corazzlnl-

~ UV;)

908 271 1968:# 4/ 4

II Reverend S. Rea Crawford. do har_by c~i~y thQ~ ~.

foregoinq is. true a.nQ co:t"rec't t.o the be.t o:t -my Knowledge.

£0/"&-"LJ?1
Da.te

-;3-

rd~
Reverend S. Rea crawtora

•
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~ ...~EDNESDAY. AUGUST 6.1997 ; THE STAR-LEDGER

Bridgewater hears
:;--new radio tower bid

", - ...

":.'. oj

,'1 r.J-."" ~ ~-

:l' ;.By':Joe Tyrrell
S'fAR-LEDGER STAFF

I,; •.. "With changes in the commumca­
.' ,uion3 business upping t1.Le alll~, repre­
t, ~ 'se~tatives of a religlOus broadcaster
:•. ·.rac~d oft Wlth residen~s of Bridgewa­
" . ter and Bernards last night in another
.. ' "high-stakes battle over a proposed

.. radiO tower.
\l'·. ,.'

:.'., .:__.The players at apreliminary heS!-
':~¥1g before the Briu~~wl;\.~er Zon1ng
~:.~ 'Board were slightly different I though,
.~ .~2.S' .Somerset County is not a partner
:•.~' of the Pillar of Fire religiou~ r.omm1.l~

~'. 'mty'g·!atest application.
,. Dut the county lStill intends Lu W>~

'.. ;·~tenna. space on the proposed
"' !"44(}.foot tower, c10uble the height of

an existing one for Pillar or Fire's
, ..'ll..AWZ.FM, according to testimony
- last night.

.lSomerset County has some
equilJm~n~ !.it the PUla: or Fire site
now, and they want to have more" for
the county conmuinications network,

i''''::Said MarY Hean,.the architect for thp.
·'I,-,plIoject.

•• ,0:; .," 'In 1995, the fre:eholl1ers secretly
·"··,qreed to co-sponsor the tower, in thE
:•• ;"~uise of a swap or neighboring county
."; parkland for PUler of Fire property.
:',-The: sites are on the Second Wat·
"l;'~chUng ridge, nf!Q'r t,he borders of
:~;~Btidgewater, Bernards and Warren

townships.
,I'':, _'. Residents sued a1ter learning of
·~~·~ne· sUbteIfuge, and Superlor 'Court
'., Juijge Robert Guterl ruled anhist
,!··'tlie.county in January, sa}ing the case
.' ~wa5 <'an abol'.t money, it's not about
:~"'puolic safety:' At Guterl's urging, the
.'I; c.ounr.y ciropped its part in the appli-

cOation,

If the new tnwp.r goes through, an·
other communications company,
AAT Inc. of Edison, would close down
operations on an adjacent tower and
muve them. onto the taller one, said
Pillar of Fire 'attorney Michael Inzel­
buch.

Bes:des companies renting QIl­

tenna space on the exiSting WAWZ
tower, AAT would brillg its Clitll\,:), ln~
eluding Bell Atlantic, Metro One and
Nextel, to the new Plllitr or Flre tower,
Ream said,

Aplanned building on the site for
trunsmittCl'3 and other eq,uipment
woUld have 6,770 square feet of space,
l;IJmpared. wIth a COmbL'led :cl,U2ti teet
at existing WAWZ and AAT facilities,
Hearn said.

or the new bWlding, HS{ p~rocnt

o!the space is for tuture growth," she
5aid, as new cellular aLlU ~La1 users
vie with existing brcadcast media for
space, At 586 teet above sea l~ve~ the I
site near the ridge top is one ot the
highest in Somerset County.

. The hearings, which are expected \
to last into next month, begin asAAT \
is s~~ki.ll~ ~oning apprOVal ror a s1mi- I

tar enlargem.em of a tower in Hills- i
borough. Somerset County officials I
also back that project, and have said i
they will move their southerly. com· 1

munications equipment onto· it from,
an existing towel' in the townShip.

'J.'hat came despite a statement !

by the freeholders last year. after resi- Ii
dents learned of the Bridgewater I
tower and bei3Il Jiihting it. Thp. fi'P.P.- i
holders criticized the opposition, say- i
inQ' ~ Mllnt.y 911 C'OmmittQQ had. IIp-

proved both the current Hillsborough ,\
tower and the proposed Bridgewater (i

one. \1

I'"'=~~=~~~~~-~~~~=====~-~-=-~-=_:::,-=-~-~~
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BRIDGEWATER - A controver­
sial, ,440-foot communications
tower prQPosedby the Pillar of Fire
church would extend the signal of
its radio station to hundreds of
thousands of homes and reach

- beyond Central Jersey. '
The Bridgewater Board of

Adjustment continued to hear tes­
timony Tuesday from an engineer
working for the church, which now
broadcasts its WAWZ 99.1 FM radio
signal from a 226-foot tower at the
site. '

The meeting marked the sixth
round of hearings on the proposal.

The new tower would add more
than 900,000 potential listeners to
the station's coverage area, mostly ­
in Monmouth County and the Tren­
ton area, said Clarence Beveridge,
an engineer working for Pillar of
Fire. The Pentecostal church is
b.ased in the Za-rephath section of

'Franklin. They reach a potential
audience' of 9.96 million people
now. .:

PIllar of Fire attorney Michael
Inzelbuch said the church needs to
build the taller tower to meet Fed­
eral Communications Commission
requirements. Those rules say a
station must maximize its ability to
reach listeners or face challenges

WAWZ says tower
will boost aUdience0~h7

! ~r'"~~ ~ 5,N."s ..r. SI~TII.AJ ('IIM_UII ~S.,,~
f BY::~AVID BEHREND _ " f~om rlvals who wIll try to take Its

CQur,ier:.NeWs Staff Writer llcense.
But some board members said

they would make their ruling inde­
pendent of federal guidelines.

"Just because 'the FCC says
something, I place DO credence in
that locally," board member Patr..~
ck Scaglione said.

The existing tower would be torn
down if the application is approved.
The new tower would be used by the
church for its radio station and by
the county for its 911 system.

The taller tower, also would
reduce areas hit. by 1nterferenc~
withip. the existing coverage area~

Beveridge said. ,
That would allow more drivers on

Interstates 287 and 78. along with
Route 22, to· receive the 'station'
clearly in their cars.; .

The church's quest. for a taller
tower has been plagued by contro-
versy. '

The Mount Horeb Road site was
the focus last year of acontrover­
sial land swap betw~en the church
and the Somerset County Board of
Freeholders.

A citizens' group - the Trl­
Township Committee for a Beauti­
ful Ridge - has been' battling the
tower for more than a year. ,

The station broadcasts Christian
music, talk sho~s,and 'other' pro­
gramming,' .'

. ---...... ,--- - .. ~-~.- -
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I~ HOMES: Not affe'cted ·--l
Expert:
Homes
won't be
affected

By DENlSI! VALI!NT1
Courier-News Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATER - At! appraisal
.-pert taUfitll1 Tuesday DJgbt that a
UO·foot comm1.1nication tower pro­
pOI.d off KO\IDt :BorclJ Road would
bave no D.pti~e Impact on area
Droperty values.

Eugsl Flaherty told the Zocrlng
Boarcl tlaat cammuaication to\Vers .in
resident.&al areas have an umneuur­
able impact m1 property valUY, 1811­
crall,. abol.1t 3 perc:eut Ul· lelll. Fla­
berty is abo employed as an assessor
in Somfll'l"Vill ... And North PlabLfleId..

Three witDtIll8S testlfted Tuesday
_ aD bebalf of Pillar of Fire
chUreh, which wantl to tear dowu its
226.foottower &Del replace itwith the
Lallier tower.

The meetiq was the tbird so far,
two more Clf1: acheduled .nd more
may still be IleCded.

About 30 people attfllndjllll'!. includ­
~.l'ePt'eIeDtat1.,es of the Tri.Towl!·
sbip Committee [or II Beautllul
Ridge, who hav,=, been f1gl1tin( the
project for several years.
PillarbalPro~duiqthe f,oWl::i'

for its radio statkm, WAWZ, and. also
to impro"lll SnmflNM CountY. gl1
system.Spaceonthe tOWIl' could also
be rented for a variety of smaller
commUDicatla aDteImae.

Board Cha1nnaD Axel Veldm said
~ .:b.u.rehhuD't tven~nen latothe
meat aDd potatoes of Its testimoay:
why tb tower haa to be so hlP. ~d
whI it II necessary. .

'I dou't know if we'll do it in m
meetiDp," be said..

Tuesday's testimony revolved
aroun6 tile impact Of the tower on
nearb)' homes.

Aftar holl.riDl tutimcmy that the
tower would have a neeUl1ble im·
paet, ,. board memher asked what
tYPeS at quality of lift issues would
impact a home's value.

CJ S•• HOM!' on Page B.3

. .~
,.QJ Conlinu.d from Page .-1

.Flaherty said a busy street
uearby m1ght have that effect.

Flaherty', testimoDY lUS

I
' co.lltra.dic:tedsomewluiLby the tes­

timony of Robert Vace, a pro-
I. feJSlho·on~dl ~p}ll ~Itate appraiDcr,

I it' sal .1.11 some areaa a larJe
tower miCht impaet proPertY val~
ues negatively. But he also lave
examples of home sale prlcea in
a,co.$ with exi.;l.luK towers,
demoDstratiDg that they have

I . r.i.seD lIVpt' the yean.

A third witDeta tatJlbd about
. the structural 1OUDdD_ 'or the
tower. but ~dmitted ... wu bas­
ing bils testmumy OIl the'reputa.
tIon of tbt COIDPIDJ ratbel' thaD
an Ulc1epeadeDf review .01 the
plus.

DODald Neulliluer, a Maryland
eDgineer who has worted with
communi~"t.iODl tow... for tbe
put 20 ylUl, tesWled thlt the
proposed tower could hold UP to
3VU lIItemau aDd could witI19

stand 85 mph winds It ground
leve.. .


